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From virtual to real, through computers to prosperity, we will empower the underprivileged 
youths of Bangladesh to enter the realm of hope by crossing the digital divide 

Computer Literacy Program    
Volunteers Association for Bangladesh - New Jersey Chapter (VAB-NJ) 
 
In 2004, when VAB-NJ launched the Computer Literacy Program (CLP), it was a dream, but a dream on a 
foundation of solid commitment. Then our goal was to establish 20 Computer Literacy Centers (CLC) in rural 
Bangladesh. Realizing that ever increasing technological growth is continually widening the gap between 
Bangladesh and the developed nations, the only way to even to hope for a semblance of a progress, must come 
from technology itself, we at VAB-NJ dreamed of a Bangladesh, where the teaming millions would “click” 
their way through innovation into competency, self reliance and ultimately to prosperity. In 2007, within three 
years we have 53 CLCs fully operational.  Each of centers has at least four computers and two trained 
instructors.  All of them have produced at least a few batches of graduates armed with certificate of 
completion of a hands-on 32 hours of intensive instruction and training. 
 
Through discipline and hard work, D.Net, our partner in Bangladesh has nearly streamlined the process of 
establishing a CLC by: (1) Contacting the management of a prospective center (2) Recruiting 2 instructors for 
each center (3) Training the instructors (4) Setting up a computer lab comprising of four computers, one printer, 
and all associated accessories and (5) Providing on-going support for hardware maintenance and more. D.Net 
brings in the local expertise and field implementation dexterity. 
 
Based on feed backs, impact evaluation (www.vabonline.org/vabnj/news) and visits, we are encouraged to 
report that our trained graduates are significantly better positioned for advanced training and for becoming 
productive computer professionals having significant impact on the country’s economy. 
 
Success of the CLP has attracted Microsoft Southeast Asia to entrust the implementation of its “CLICK” 
(Community for Learning Information, Communication) Program to D.Net at 13 rural locations. The CLICK 
centers will provide internet communication and job training. 
 
Given that there are some 65,000 villages in Bangladesh we knew in our hearts that if we were to achieve a 
meaningful difference in the lives of the underprivileged youths across Bangladesh, we need participation by 
indigenous organizations.  While Microsoft has given us the first boost, organizers of ‘Computer Jogot’ a well 
-known computer magazine published in Dhaka, has stepped forward to supply a large number of pre-owned 
computers for CLP.   
 
However, we never forget that it was you and entities such as the Imdad and Sitara Foundation who believed 
in our dream and it was your generosity that brought us to where we are today. Please join our dream in giving 
the hard working and innovative youths of Bangladesh to finally break the shackles of poverty and prosper.  
 
We have made attempts in spreading the CLP message around USA and outside.  We have reached out to 
Non-Resident Bangladeshis (NRBs) in Dallas, Seattle, Boston, and London (UK). We have been pleasantly 
rewarded by unprecedented enthusiasm from all corners. 
 
We have not stopped dreaming.  We have launched newer initiatives by leveraging the resources at the existing 
centers to teach children everyday English using custom prepared CDs.  A Bangladeshi entrepreneur has 
committed 50% of the funds needed to launch for the first phase of the program of the Computer Teaches 
Everyday English, CTEE initiative to set up five pilot projects. 
 
 We thank you sincerely for your generous donations. Come, and dream with us. 
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In Remembrance and 
Appreciation 

of our teachers, without whom 
we would not be who we are: 

 
Thank you for teaching us how to learn 

 
 
 
 

The students of  
 

Mirzapur Cadet College 
 

6th Batch (Cadet Nos. 238-289) 
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VAB NJ salutes Imdad & Sitara Foundation 

for continued & unwavering Support

Imdad & Sitara 
Foundation
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VABNJ recognizes the contribution by Mr. Ashraful Haque  in 
developing the cover of this magazine. 
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We laud your efforts in 
empowering the underprivileged 
youths of Bangladesh through the 
Computer Literacy Program 
 
We wish you success all the way. 
 
 

The Das Family 
Foundation 
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