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Computer Literacy Program (CLP) Annual Event Program Schedule 
Saturday, August 3, 2019 

Rutgers Cook Campus Center, 59 Biel Road, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
Our 2019 Theme: CLP Youth Energizes CLP 

Event Coordinator: Dr. Sayeed Hasan 
Master of Ceremony: Ms. Sumaira Hai (Sumu) and Ms. Melissa Ali 

6:00 Guest Arrival, Registration, Social, Snacks 
6:30 – 6:45 Welcome & Introduction: Ms. Noreen Ahmed Garcia   

6:30 – 6:35      National Anthems, USA & Bangladesh 
6:35 – 6:40      Welcome and Introduction 
6:40 – 6:45      CLP Animated Slides 

6:50 –7:20    Guest Speaker 

 Ms. Sadia Faizunnesa, Consul General, Bangladesh (Introduced by Ms. Ajanta Siddiqui)
 Dr. Nazrul Islam, Senior Economist, United Nations (Introduced by Dr. M. Farooque)

7:30 - 8:00   CLP Presentation and Financials 

 Paying Back – Video on Dr. Molla Fazlul Huq’s Sherpur Project
 CLP Initiatives – Ms. Lubna Kabir
 CLP Financials – Mr. Amzad Khan

8:00 - 8:30   Youth Activities 

 Youth Energy for CLP – Mr. Marjan Zaman
 Long Distance Teaching – Mr. Keean Rashed Saadi
 CSAW (Connect Students Around the World) Experience – William Annin Middle

School, Basking Ridge

8:30 – 8:45 Questions & Answers (15 Min) 

 Dr. Abdul Hai - Moderator

8: 45 – 9:25     Dinner (Children’s Dinner at Marle V. Adams Room) 

 2019 CSAW videos during dinner

9:30 – 9:45 High School Graduates Appreciation – Ms. Zehan Zeb Abanti 

9:50 – 10:00 Concluding Remarks – Dr. Mahbub Hoque 

10:00 – 11:00 Cultural Show – Ms. Ajanta Siddiqui (MC) 

 Rhythm-Spec presents Sur Safaari – Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty

11:15   Adjourn 

Next year’s program: Saturday, July 25, 2020, same location http://clpweb.org/ 

Dr. Arindam Chakraborty is one of the most sought after Tabla/Rhythm Player in the tri-
state area. He is the disciple of the tabla-maestro Pandit Bickram Ghosh. Besides 
mastering tabla he has excelled in other percussion instruments like shreekhol, 
mridangam, dholak, naal, tambourine and other acoustic drum. Arindam has 
accompanied several classical, semi-classical, contemporary vocalists, instrumentalists 
and dancers from North America and overseas.  He leads his group “RHYTHM-SPEC” 
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From virtual to real, through computers to prosperity, we will empower the underprivileged 
youths of Bangladesh to enter the realm of hope by crossing the digital divide 

Computer Literacy Program for the Underprivileged (2004 -2019) 
Evolving through innovation 
 Computer Literacy Program (CLP) turns fifteen in 2019. Over the last fifteen years, considerable progress has 
been made towards the principal CLP mission of empowering underprivileged youths through computer literacy 
and technology-aided education. Introduction of innovative projects and initiatives in a timely fashion and 
careful nurturing of those efforts has been the key to the progress. Mature CLP projects, such as, Computer 
Literacy Centers (CLCs) and Smart Class Rooms (SCRs) have spread throughout the country to provide hands-
on computer literacy training, and exposure to multi-media instruction to thousands of students even in remote 
rural areas. Several hundred teachers have been trained to use CLC and/or SCR platforms.  

Education through Entertainment (EE), a recent CLP project has taken roots. Following an initial test run in 
five schools, a pilot EE program is now running 
in 55 high schools across Bangladesh. In EE, 
students are exposed to entertaining educational 
and informative videos, documentaries, or 
movies on motivational subjects followed by 
lively participatory discussions. To date 26 such 
contents have been adapted from open sources. 
In 2020 CLP plans to host a multi-school 
content development competition to promote the 
program widely and enhance the contents library 
by incorporating some of the winning entries. 

Development of instruction and training materials has been an important byproduct of CLP efforts. Examples 
include ‘Esho Computer Shikhi,” a students’ guide for learning how to use computers; ‘Computer Teaches 
Everyday English,’ a CD to enhance students’ listening comprehension and ability to converse in English; and 
detailed lesson plans and training materials for teachers.  

CLP’s most recent initiative, “Connect Students across the World” (CSAW) has the potential to bring together 
students from different countries, cultures and socio-economic backgrounds to develop cultural communication, 
friendship and understanding between citizens and leaders of tomorrow.  

Another important initiative that CLP has most recently undertaken is to develop strategy for tapping into the 
energy, enthusiasm and skills of the younger generation and integrate them into leadership positions so that 
CLP could benefit from their technology expertise.   

It has been our observation that many non-resident Bangladeshis (NRBs) have a desire to give back to the 
country that propelled them to life and prosperity. A bright example this year is Dr. Molla Fazlul Huq of 
Fullerton, CA, who has donated personally and raised funds from NRBs to renovate his high school building, 
and established CLCs and SCRs in two high schools in Sherpur of Bogura district in Bangladesh. He provided 
each CLC with 10 computers instead of typical four, thus introducing an “enhanced-CLC” model that enables 
more students to participate in any given time. He has also established SCRs in two schools.  He is now seeking 
contributions from like-minded individuals to bring in CLCs and SCRs in remaining two schools of Sherpur. 
His is an example for others to emulate.  

We thank you, our valued donors and sponsors, for supporting us throughout this journey so far. We seek your 
continued generosity to help us maintain the CLCs and SCRs that you helped establish. We like to dream of a 
digitally connected, productive and prosperous Bangladesh.  Come, dream with us.  
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Dr. Nazrul Islam, Senior Economist, United Nations 

Born in 1957, Nazrul Islam received his early education at Momenshahi (currently 
Mirzapur) Cadet College and Dhaka University. He received his M. Sc in Economics 
from Moscow State University and A. M. and Ph. D. degrees in Economics from 
Harvard University. He taught Economics at Dhaka University, Harvard University, 
Emory University, St. John’s University, and Kyushu University (Japan). Currently, Dr. 
Islam is serving as a Senior Economist at the United Nations. 
 
Dr. Islam is well known for his contribution to research in several areas of economics, 
including growth, development, transition, and environment. He has published twenty 

books and numerous articles in reputed international journals. A good part of Dr. Islam’s research and publications has 
been devoted to issues of economics, politics, and environment of Bangladesh. Based on his extensive research, Dr. 
Islam has put forward a 10-point development strategy for Bangladesh. At the United Nations, he is engaged in 
research and policy formulation regarding global development issues. 
 
Dr. Islam is also a prominent social and environmental activist. He is the founding secretary of the Social Research 
Center (Shamaj Gobeshona Kendra), established in 1982, while he was teaching at Dhaka University. He serves as an 
editor of Shamaj, Arthoniti, o Rashtrya, the journal of this Center. 
 
 In 1998, while teaching at Emory University, Dr. Islam founded Bangladesh Environment Network (BEN), as a 
network of non-resident Bangladeshis, committed to the protection of environment. Through BEN, he took the 
initiative, in 2000, to form Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (BAPA), as a united platform of pro-environment forces of 
the country. Since then BAPA and BEN have been working together for the protection of Bangladesh environment. 
Dr. Islam served as the Global Coordinator of BEN and Vice President of BAPA for the last twenty years. His current 
research also focuses more on issues of sustainable development. His most recent book, titled Rivers and Sustainable 
Development will come out soon from the Oxford University Press. 
 
 Dr. Islam is active in the Bangladeshi community life in New York. He served as the Convener of 2019 New York 
Bangla Book Fair that was held on June 13-16. He lives in Queens, New York, with his wife, Dr. Tanvira Islam, a 
child psychiatrist, and his son, Rahul, and daughter, Nusaybah.  
 

Tonight’s distinguished speakers 
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  Ms. Sadia Faizunnesa, Consul General of Bangladesh in New York 

Ms. Sadia Faizunnesa has been the 15th Consul General of Bangladesh in New York since 
June 1, 2018. She joined the Bangladesh Foreign Service on 25 January 1999 and belongs 
to 18th BCS (Foreign Affairs) cadre. Immediately before joining as Consul General she had 
served as the Director General, United Nations Wing at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Bangladesh. She has had previous experiences and on job training on consular and welfare 
activities for the Bangladeshi community in Germany, Austria and Czech Republic while 
she was posted at the Bangladesh Embassy in Berlin, Germany. 
 
She had also served as Deputy Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United 

Nations in New York; Counsellor, Head of Chancery and Deputy Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to ESCAP, 
Bangkok, Thailand; and in different capacities in the bilateral, multilateral and administration wings at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Dhaka.  
 
She had actively participated as a member of Bangladesh delegation in the 68th,69th,70th, 71st and 72nd General Assembly 
of the United Nations. She also took part in the negotiations of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Agenda 
2030 and also in the New York Declaration for refugees and migrants during her tenure at the Bangladesh Permanent 
Mission to the United Nations in New York. She facilitated the “Culture of Peace” resolution at the UN General 
Assembly (2013-2015) and co-facilitated the ECOSOC Humanitarian Resolution at the UN for three consecutive years 
(2014-2016). She had also worked as a member within Bangladesh Chairmanship of Ninth Global forum on Migration 
and Development GFMD (2016) task team. In her immediate past assignment as Director General (UN, Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Affairs), she worked very closely in mobilizing support of the international community and 
facilitating humanitarian assistance for the forcibly displaced Rohingyas.  
 
Ms. Faizunessa completed her secondary and higher secondary education from Mymensingh Girl's Cadet College. 
She obtained the Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) from Sir Salimullah Medical College in 
Bangladesh. She obtained Masters Degree in Development Studies from BRAC University and attended professional 
diplomatic courses in India, Germany, France, Belgium, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Australia and in the Bangladesh 
Foreign Service Academy.   
 
Ms. Faizunnesa takes special interest in diaspora diplomacy and strongly believes that diaspora is the strong agent for 
promoting image of Bangladesh around the world. She has expressed commitment to deliver her best in upholding the 
interests and wellbeing of the Bangladesh community. Ms. Faizunnesa has been conferred ‘Declaration of Honor’ by 
Queens Borough President Ms. Melinda Katz on 26 March 2019, in recognition of her public friendly Consular services 
and for outreaching the vibrant Bangladesh-American community in New York.  
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Wheels of Empowerment: CLP Projects and Initiatives 
Swapan Kumar Gayen*

Computer Literacy Program (CLP) was launched in 2004 with the goal of empowering the 
underprivileged youth in Bangladesh through computer literacy and technology-aided education. 
In the intervening decade and a half CLP has spawned projects and taken initiatives to bridge the 
digital divide that exists between an underprivileged student in rural Bangladesh and a student 
from an affluent, educated family in a big city, not to mention with a student from a developed 
nation. Some of these projects have grown and evolved over the years and are now considered 
mature, some promising programs did not flourish as expected, while some are at the pilot stage 
ready to take off. This article is an attempt to look back, make an account of the efforts that were 
undertaken as we learn and chart course for the future.  
Ongoing Projects and Initiatives 
Computer Learning Centers: The first seminal project that CLP undertook was to establish 
Computer Learning Centers (CLCs) in educational institutions in rural Bangladesh. The impetus 
derived from the realization that making computers and hands-on computer training available to 
students would be the key to digital literacy.  Every CLC has a computer lab run by trained 
teachers to provide students with hands-on training.  Every computer lab is equipped with a 
minimum of four computers, one printer, other accessories and requisite furniture. Internet 
connection, where available, is also a part of this basic package.  

 
In consultation with prominent computer scientists and educators in Bangladesh an introductory 
curriculum was developed.  Based on that curriculum a student’s manual, “Esho Computer 
Shikhi” (Let Us Learn about Computers) in Bengali was published. Every student receives a 
copy of the manual at a nominal cost. Two teachers from each CLC receive two weeks of 
intensive training provided by professionals of Dnet, CLP’s implementation partner in 
Bangladesh.  The teachers are also provided with complete “Teacher’s Manual” so that upon 
completing their training they can teach the students. The student manual, teacher’s manual and 
the curricula were updated as needed, especially when the Government introduced instruction in 
computer science in the school curriculum. The third edition of “Esho Computer Shikhi” was 
recently published. 
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The basic training includes making students familiar with the physical parts and operation of the 
computer, and teaching them how to use Microsoft Word, Excel spreadsheet, and Paint 
programs. Students are also introduced to the world-wide web where Internet connection is 
available. Students in a batch of 8 to 10 receive hands-on training free of charge for one and a 
half hours a day, six days a week, thus completing forty-hour course in a month.  Students 
receive a certificate after successful completion of the training program. 
The computer instructions are provided outside of the school’s normal schedule so as not to 
interfere with the regular academic activities.  Since the teachers provide the computer 
instructions in addition to their regular duties, each teacher receives an honorarium of Tk 1200 
after training a batch of students. 
As of June 2019 CLP, in partnership with Dnet, local school administration as well as individual 
and institutional donors and sponsors, has established 267 CLCs in 55 districts of Bangladesh. As 
of 2019 June, these CLCs have trained over 110,000 students, 50% of those being females. 
 
Smart Class Rooms 
CLP launched the Smart Class Room (SCR) project in 2010 to adapt, for rural schools in 
Bangladesh, the revolution in education and mode of instruction that had been set in motion by 
advances in computer, communication and information technologies.  The Internet, educational 
CDs, knowledge webs, multimedia instruction and other developments are changing the 
traditional “teaching by telling” to “distributed learning” that enables “learning by doing.” SCR 

initiative was CLP’s forward-looking initiative to keep 
abreast of these developments.  
CLP and Dnet leveraged the support provided by a 
Private Public Partnership (PPP) Initiative of the 
Government of Bangladesh to establish 100 SCRs and 
100 CLCs over three years in rural secondary schools. 
The policy was to establish a SCR in a secondary 
school that already had a CLC, or where a CLC was 
being established at the same time. The resources of a 
CLC provide useful infrastructure for a SCR. In 
addition, every SCR is equipped with a 32” or larger 

LCD monitor/TV with dedicated power supply and back-up solar power, educational CDs, a 
laptop and connection to the Internet where available. In the initial phase of development lessons 
in a SCR focused on four subjects: General Science, Geometry, English, and Geography. The 
CDs bring together sight, sound, and animation to be played on the laptop and projected on the 
widescreen monitor giving the students an exposure to multimedia learning. Today, some 
enthusiastic teachers download selected contents from the Internet and translate those into 
Bengali for classroom use. Contents from Education through Entertainment, another initiative to 
be discussed later in this article, are also enhancing the content library.  
Teacher competency is a key component for the successful implementation of technology in 
education. Every school with SCR is expected to have at least four Dnet trained teachers, one for 
each subject, to run the SCR.  
While the one-time support from the PPP Initiative expired, SCRs continue to be established 
with financial support from donors and sponsors.  As of June 2019, there are 163 SCRs and 652 
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trained teachers (30% female). Typically, 60,000 students receive training in these SCRs every 
year. 

Education through Entertainment 
Education through Entertainment (EE) is a more recent CLP initiative that leverages on the 
computer and multimedia facilities at the CLCs and/or SCRs to provide students with an 
entertaining platform for acquiring knowledge. A major thrust is to instill in students values, such 
as tolerance, global awareness, environmental conscientiousness, empathy, and entrepreneurship. 
Another aim is to sharpen the communication skills of students through entertaining extra-
curricular activities. Launched in 2016, the initiative first tested in five schools with SCRs. We 
have introduced the EE program in 55 schools across Bangladesh that includes 10 schools not 
covered under the CLP program.  
While we expect the scope and format of EE to evolve, in the current form it involves use of 
engaging video(s) to draw students’ attention to interesting and important topics. The topics 
intended to be covered and eventually collected in the EE content library may belong to diverse 
areas, such as, general knowledge, science, literature, arts, nature, history, geography, 
environment, personalities, current issues and events, health, medicine, entrepreneurship to name 
a few. The first step in the EE project involves selection of contents in the above-mentioned 
areas.  
EE started with the following 14 open-source videos: Visit Beautiful Places in Bangladesh, 
Language Movement, Life Story of Bill Gates, Balanced Diet, We’ll Protect Ourselves, Be Kind, 
How to Succeed, Environmental Conservation, Apocalyptic Natural Disaster, Facts about 
Elephant, Global Fresh Water Challenge, Do What You are Good at, Build Good Habits, and 
Gain Wisdom from Stories. These video pieces, adapted from different open sources were 
organized in a CD. The topics and videos received enthusiastic acceptance from students and 
teachers during the test run with five schools. Since then, the following 12 pieces have been 
added to the EE repertoire: Rules and Manners, Unity, Physical Exercise, Wasfia’s Journey, Our 
Universe, Tornado, Thunderstorm and Hail, Flood Safety, Earthquake Safety, Entrepreneurship, 
Cleanliness, Active Listening, and Climate Change.   
The next important step is presenting the above-mentioned contents to students. Here a student-
club model, such as, that of a debating society, or a science club has been adopted. The EE 
project activity is organized in structured sessions. An EE session covers two regular class 
periods (approximately 90 minutes). Typically, a session is run on a Thursday after the regular 
classes are over. In a typical session one (or depending on the length, two) video(s) is (are) 
shown to students. Each video is accompanied by a lesson plan to guide the teacher on how to 
conduct the session and steer students’ activities and discussions. After playing the video(s), the 
teacher opens the floor for discussion on the topic(s) covered by the video presentation. The 
focus here is to get every student (as opposed to enthusiastic few) to participate. The discussions 
among the students are steered so that they understand the intended teachings and develop action 
plans to translate their learning into practice as appropriate. For further details on the scope and 
organization of EE, please see the article on page 25 in the 2017 CLP Annual Event Magazine 
available online at http://clpweb.org. Based on the results of the pilot study, student interest, and 
status of content development it seems EE is ready to be deployed in schools with a CLC or/and 
a SCR.  
While we look forward to wider dissemination of EE, there have been some interesting and 
favorable developments. DUDOK, the Anti-Corruption Commission of Bangladesh found some 
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of the EE content videos valuable for instilling moral values in students, and signed a 
memorandum of understanding with CLP, Kite Bangladesh Limited and Gunijan Trust to initiate 
a moral value Education through Entertainment pilot project. The pilot project first ran in the 
first cluster of 10 schools in Chittagong and involved over 12,000 students. The pilot is currently 
running in the second cluster of 12 schools in Lalmonirhat engaging more than 9,800 students. In 
addition, 33 schools with SCRs were provided with the EE content CD and instructions for 
teachers to initiate the project.  To date, EE project is operational in 55 schools in Bangladesh.  
Another particularly important spin-off of an EE session on Respect Diversity is developing into 
another new initiative, Connect Students around the World (CSAW), which is outlined below. 
 
Connect Students around the World 
Connect Students around the World (CSAW) is a new initiative that grew out of the EE project 
in 2017.  The aim of CSAW is to bring together students from different countries and cultures 
through joint projects and live video discussions. The goal is to foster cultural communication, 
friendship, and develop understanding between youths living in different corners of the world 
under diverse socio-economic conditions. To start with, students from William Annin Middle 
School (WAMS) in Basking Ridge, New Jersey, USA and Uddipon Badar-Shamsu Bidya 
Niketon (UBSBN) in Chaitali, Bagerhat, Bangladesh communicating in 2017. Participating 
students from each school produced a video of their neighborhood, seasonal changes in the 
environment, and a typical school day and exchanged the videos. In 2018 they undertook a 
project of reading, analyzing and interpreting Rabindranath Tagore’s poem Where the Mind is 
Without Fear. Each group made a video presentation, exchanged it with the other group, and then 
participated in a Skype conversation that pertained not only to the poem but also to their 
respective schools, educational experiences, environments and aspects of daily life. Please read a 
brief account of how some of the WAMS students perceived their experience in page 7 of the 
2018 CLP Annual Event Magazine available online at http://clpweb.org. This year students of 

the two schools are participating in a project on Climate Change due to Global Warming. It was 
further observed that the technology tools used for CSAW communication could be used for long 
distance teaching. UBSBN, the school in Chaitali, attracted several volunteer teachers from 
across the world teaching long-distance classes, and thus sowed the seeds of a new CLP initiative 
“Remote Voluntary Teaching.” 

CSAW is an initiative with immense potential. However, implementing it on a wider scale will 
require enthusiastic volunteers on both sides who will take initiatives to connect two schools 
from two countries and get the ball rolling.   
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Other Projects and Initiatives 
CLP is a dynamic enterprise that adapts, expands and grows responding to the needs and 
demands of the time and changing educational and technological landscapes. Some short-term 
projects were completed, while some initiatives did not flourish as expected. What follows is a 
brief account of those efforts.  
Computer Teaches Everyday English (CTEE) is an initiative that derived from the observation 
that though students start learning English in the Primary School, the existing curriculum does 
not adequately develop their listening comprehension and conversation ability. The goal of the 
CTEE project was to develop an English teaching compact disc (CD) that would combine sight, 
sound, animation and proper pronunciation to complement the existing curriculum and enable the 
students to learn interactively using the computers in their respective CLCs. The planning of the 
CD took into consideration different second-language teaching methods, the various ways of 
learning languages, contents of the English text books used in the schools in Bangladesh, as well 
as, inputs from English teachers and students who were interviewed (for details on the planning 
and subsequent development of the CD, please see the articles on CTEE in the CLP Annual 
Event Magazines for 2008 and 2009, respectively; available online at http://clpweb.org.) The CD 
has been developed and is being successfully used in CLCs and SCRs to complement classroom 
teaching of English for students from Class VI to Class X.  
Community for Learning Information, Communication and Knowledge (CLICK) was an 
information technology (IT) based project devoted to providing advanced IT training to 
unemployed educated youth in rural Bangladesh so that they can find employment as IT 
professionals. The project was implemented by Dnet with support from Microsoft under its 
Unlimited Potential Program. Under this project 13 Pallitathya Kendras (Rural Information 
Centers) were established in 11 districts of Bangladesh. Based in community centers, the CLICK 
centers were supported by Microsoft through a cash grant equivalent to USD 100,000 as well as 
operating system and application software valued at USD 67,000. The hardware support came 
from local partner organizations. The objectives of the CLICK project were to: (a) create a 
global-standard technology learning space for underprivileged groups; (b) nurture technology 
skills for emerging ICT-based professions; (c) help community information centers achieve 
sustainability; and (d) enhance information and knowledge acquiring scope for youngsters in 
rural Bangladesh. Every Pallitathya Kendra was equipped with 7 computers, Microsoft 
Unlimited Potential (MSUP) curriculum, Internet connection, mobile phone, information and 
knowledge base and necessary logistics. For further details, please see the article on CLICK in 
the 2008 CLP Annual Event Magazine available online at http://clpweb.org.  
 
After-School Club (ASC) and Continuing Professional Development for Teachers (CPDT) 
were two initiatives launched in 2013 by the British Council (BC) in Bangladesh that were of 
interest to CLP, and involved active BC-Dnet collaboration. Both the initiatives aimed at 
improving the quality of education and instruction in secondary schools in Bangladesh. The goal 
of ASC initiative was to enhance the Information and Computer Technology (ICT) and English 
competency of students in secondary schools through fun and game in a club-like setting. 
Students participating in the ASC initiative attended before- or after-school classes for 2 
hours/week for 16 weeks. British Council developed a CD entitled Learn English Kids Bangla 
that included interactive features (games, puzzles, songs, drawing and short stories), and intended 
to develop four skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. Students used the CD and play 
different games to enhance their English comprehension and communication skills. The ASC 
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initiative involved 20 centers, 10 of which were based in secondary schools and the other 10 in 
Rural Information and Technological Centers (RITCs) in its pilot phase. Ten of these centers 
were based in schools and RITCs with strong CLP activities. Based on the outcome of the pilot 
project, the intent was to implement the program for secondary schools across the country. 
The objective of CPDT initiative was to ensure continued professional growth of secondary 
school teachers. The two-day long training program consisted of three modules: (1) Professional 
Development, (2) Global Citizenship, (3) and Intercultural Relationship. The aims of this 
training were to develop ICT and English skills, support global citizenship through awareness, 
and encourage collaboration and cultural interaction. Of 300 teachers targeted for training in 
2013, 110 were from 55 CLCs established by CLP. The project continued through 2015, and 300 
teachers were trained each year. Additional details on ASC and CPDT appear in a related article 
in 2013 CLP Annual Event Magazine available online at http://clpweb.org.  British Council 
introduced a next level training program title “Connecting Classroom Core Skills Training”. 
Some CLP school teachers are participating in this training program.  

Looking Ahead 
Based on the above brief overview of the projects and initiatives several observations may be 
made. First, over the last fifteen years CLP has progressed through innovation, adapting and 
implementing selected advances in educational technology to rural schools in Bangladesh. 
Second, these projects and initiatives have been nurtured and developed through years to 
culminate in a “CLP Model” that may be readily implemented in educational institutions 
elsewhere. Third, the mature projects, such as CLC and SCR, have enhanced the educational 
experience of several hundred thousand students, and trained several hundred teachers in 
technology-enhanced education. These numbers may only grow with time. Fourth, quality 
instruction and training materials have been developed both for students and teachers. These 
materials are useful not only for CLP projects, but are also beneficial for any institution or 
individual interested in fostering technology-enhanced education. Fifth, the results and lessons 
learned even from short-term projects were successfully incorporated in subsequent efforts. For 
example, the After School Club idea has been incorporated into the design of Education through 
Entertainment project.  Finally, it has been gratifying to note that CLP projects, such as, CLC 
and SCR were forerunners of projects that had of late been introduced in secondary schools by 
the “Digital Bangladesh” initiative of the government. 
We envision immense transformational potential of CSAW, EE and CLICK projects. Our CSAW 
experience, though limited at this point, clearly demonstrates how well students across the 
continents with very different life experiences as well as cultural and socio-economic conditions 
can connect. Widely implemented, such connection can go a long way in bringing future citizens 
and leaders of nations together!  
The computer and information technology environment in Bangladesh has advanced 
substantially since the CLICK was first implemented. CLICK-like projects have the potential to 
enhance the self-employment and entrepreneurial opportunities in rural communities.  
CLP experience has been a pleasant ride so far. We look forward to a more exciting journey 
ahead! 
 
*Dr. S. K. Gayen is a CLP Volunteer and a Professor of Physics, City University, New York City, NY 
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   Dewan Shahnaz Khan, M. D.

  We speak English, Bengali, Hindi, and Spanish.

 146 New Brunwick Ave  200 Perrine Road, Suite  230
Hopelawn, NJ 08861  Old Bridge, NJ 08857-2871

(732) 697-1919 (732) 316-2400
Fax (800) 954-0789 Fax (800) 954-0789

Fax (800) 954-0789
patient.support@doctordewankhan.com

Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine 

We provide quality care in the following 
two locations:
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Computer Literacy Center and Smart Classroom at Shakrail High School 
ATM Kamrujjaman and Farrukh Mohsen* 

We visited Shakrail High School on 29th January 2019. Shakrail High School is a well-known 
and reputed secondary school situated in sub-district Shivalaya of Manikganj district, some 80 
kilometers east of Dhaka. 

At present 694 students (55% female) are enrolled in this institution with a faculty of 19 
teachers (3 female). The school is spread over three buildings one, two and one three-storied.. 
Mr. Sushil Kumar Saha has been at the helm of the institution as Headmaster since 2011. 
Academically, Shakrail has done well. The SSC (Secondary School Certificate) examination 
passing rate has been as high as 90% over 2017-2019. In 2017, five students graduated with a 
GPA of 5. 

We started our journey early in the morning from Dhaka and reached the school at 10:45 AM. 
On our way, we took a break at Parjoton Restaurant across the Jatiyo Smriti Shoudh (National 
Martyrs' Memorial) at Nabi Nagar. When we reached the school, the morning assembly was 
being conducted. Students were singing the National Anthem. We had a short discussion with 
Mr. Jamaluddin, the Assistant Headmaster. The Head Master was away for a meeting with the 
Deputy Commissioner 

Pursuant to the Bangladesh 
Government’s push for 
promoting Information and 
Communication Technology in 
Education (ICTE), the school 
administration established a 
CLC (Computer Literacy 
Center) and a SCR (Smart 
Classroom) in 2018 November 
with the assistance of CLP-
USA and its Bangladesh partner 
Dnet. A plaque posted on the 
wall   of the smart class room 
(shown in the picture) says that 
Non-resident Bangladeshi Dr. 

Abu Saeed Jamaluddin a Houston, Texas resident sponsored the SCR in his village school in 
memory of his parents.  These additions have significantly advanced computer literacy and 
technology-aided education in Shakrail High.  

In a CLC, students learn basic computer skills, which they use in their present studies and 
which will be the stepping stone for their future professional life.  While students in some areas 
of Bangladesh have some exposure to computer literacy, until 2017 students in Shakrail were 
destined to graduate from school without ever touching a computer key board. The CLC and 
the SCR goes a long way to cross the digital divide that exists between urban and rural areas 
of the country. In the CLC, students receive hands-on training on basic computer usage. A 40 
hours structured curriculum has been developed for this training. The students follow a manual, 
“Esho Computer Shikhi” (Let Us Learn How to Use a Computer) expressly developed for the 
program.  On the other hand, SCR is used for the Government’s main-stream curricula. SCR 
is a multimedia-based classroom equipped with a 55-inch LED TV and an IPS. With the help 
of a laptop, teachers run classes and present subject matters using animations, video clips and 

Page - 15



games, for a   stimulated   learning process. Four teachers, one for each subject, have been 
trained to run classes effectively. Educational CDs on English, Mathematics, Geography and 
Science in have been provided. Teachers are also provided with training for developing 
contents and downloading relevant materials from open sources. 

 

We observed the Math teacher, Mr. Abdul Wadud conduct math class using digital contents. 
He engaged students in group work. Afterwards, the students presented the results of their 
group activities.  

Next, we visited the Computer Literacy Center (CLC). Ms. Anjuara Begum conducted the 
session.  A facilitator assisted students to work on Microsoft Office programs. We found 
students were capable of developing Microsoft Word and PowerPoint files and save their work 
in files and folders.  The students’ excitement was palpable.  The contrast between motivation 
of the students in SCR and other class rooms was clearly obvious. 

We returned Dhaka at evening hours with a good experience in that school.  

*ATM Kamrujjaman is a Deputy Director of Dnet in charge of CLP implementation. Dr. Farrukh 
Mohsen is a CLP volunteer, an environment expert, and President of Princeton HydroGeo, Cranbury, 
NJ. 
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Please donate, for only 
through your support we are 
succeeding.  
You can pay by personal check, 
or via Paypal at our website 
www.clpweb.org For stock 
donation, please contact 
Mohammad Farooque at (732) 
829-0341. We are counting on 
you. 

 
First Name:_____________Last Name:_______________ 
Street:_________________Apt.:____________________ 
City:__________________State:____________________ 
Phone No:______________e-mail:__________________ 
Donation amount:________________________________ 
 

Your donations are tax deductible. Please make check to CLP and mail to 
6 Tharp Lane, Marlboro, NJ 07746. 

CLP is a 501©(3) organization, Tax ID: 46-0646134. 
 

CLCs established in 2005-2014 
need computer replacements. 

Your pledge of $300 and our 
match of an additional $100+ will 
enable us to replace a computer 
in your name. 
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Promoting Science Education and Computer Literacy in Sherpur Schools 
 

Molla Fazlul Huq* 
 

Sherpur D. J. High School, in the town of Sherpur, Bogura, Bangladesh, has a special place in my 
heart.  My family sought refuge in Sherpur, following a communal violence, from my village 
Ichhapur, Bardhaman, West Bengal, India. When my family went back home, I choose to stay 
behind by myself and finish my education. It was this school and its teachers that prepared me for 
my future and the world I would face. I matriculated from the school in 1953. 
I went on to complete my Intermediate from Jagannath College, and then my Bachelor and Master 
degrees from the Dhaka University in Bangladesh.  After graduation, I taught for a while in 
Jagannath College, then Holy Cross College and finally Agriculture University in Mymensingh. 
Then I left Bangladesh for College Station, Texas, USA to get my Ph. D from Texas A & M 
University.  Over the years as I was building a strong social and family life, while establishing 
myself professionally, I kept reflecting about my high school days. The path to my success begun 
at Sherpur D. J. High school and I wondered how my old school was doing. 
I visited the school in 2013, and was saddened to see the dilapidated condition of the school 
building. I felt I owed the school for my success and needed to give back. After talking to the 

school administrators, we all 
felt it would be ideal if we 
could restore the school to its 
original 1868 form. A local 
engineering and construction 
firm quoted us a $45,000 
renovation cost. After 
returning to US, with the help 
of the expatriate Bangladeshi 
community we were able to 
raise the necessary funds.  In 
2016, the funds were handed 
over to SpaandanB, a 
Bangladeshi nonprofit 
organization in Silicon Valley 
to get the renovation work 

done. After delays and cost increase to $85K, the renovation was completed in December of 2018. 
The expatriate Bangladeshi community covered the additional cost as well. Beside the renovation, 
the school also needed additional support in several areas, such as scholarship for students, library 
collection and science and technology laboratory.  Here is what was done to address these needs. 
Majority of the students, who attended the school, come from a humble economic background. 
Moreover, in every class there are talented students, who could shine if they were given the proper 
opportunities.  So, we established a limited number of scholarships. It is gratifying to note the 
transformational effect of these scholarships; two cases merit mentioning. One student was born 
disabled, and was writing with his toes. That student is now in college and we are still supporting 
him.  Another talented student whose parents suddenly died of cholera was able to complete high 
school and now attending college with the support of the scholarship. 

Page - 18



As I paid close attention to the academics, I noticed that the curriculum requires lab exercises for 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics, but there were no labs. In consultation with the school 

administration we purchased lab 
equipment for the three subject areas and 
a lab space was designated as well. Lab 
manuals and teacher training are needed 
for the labs to be operational. We also 
purchased new books suggested by the 
teachers to rebuild the library collection.  
During our conversation with the 
administrators we inferred that there are 
no specialized teachers for math.   
Assuming that the school may not be able 
to afford qualified math teachers in the 
near future, a different approach was 
needed.  In the US, Khan Academy is well 

known for online high-quality math teaching program. Agami, a non-profit Bangladeshi 
organization, chose Khan Academy math videos that are aligned with math curriculum for 
different grade levels in Bangladesh and translated those into Bengali. For small fee and by request, 
Agami was able to send their math specialist to whichever school needed the support. I paid for 
only one class, to see how it would work out. Unfortunately, the approach seemed to have hurt the 
pride of local teachers and got stalled. So, I did not pursue it further. However, I thought perhaps 
introducing technology-aided education to the school maybe an alternate solution. 
To prepare school students for the 21st century, the Bangladesh government required schools to 
teach computer usage to the kids. They provided a curriculum, three computers and a computer 
specialist to teach. At D. J. High school the class size was approximately 50 students. Of the three 
computers, only one was functioning. The specialist was teaching computer science as a theory 
showing the function of each key.  
We donated 15 computers, although yet short of the number needed but at least now the students 
are able to take turn and learn by touching the key board.  In 2018, we introduced CLP’s computer 
literacy training curriculum, ‘Esho Computer Shikhi” in a lab which had 18 computers. With 
CLP’s help we established two smart class rooms (SCRs), each with a 53” flat screen TV 
connected to a laptop and internet connection.  One of the class rooms was furnished with distant 
teaching facility. Another class room was furnished with smart board and internet connection. 
Teachers were trained on how to use the equipment, how to download contents from the Internet, 
and how to make power point and/or video presentations. Teachers were also trained to make 
lesson plans. The school is also using CLP’s Education through Entertainment (EE) learning 
program. EE aims to deliver knowledge and values in a playful class room environment by sharing 
pre-selected videos that discuss a topic of interest to the class. This video is then complemented 
by role play and interactive discussions.  
In 2018 we helped Mujibur Rahman Monjoo Girl’s High School to establish a technology center. 
The Center has a computer lab with 20 laptops, and furniture so that two students can use one lap 
top. The school agreed to cap the class size to 40. And then there were two SCRs; one with distant 
teaching facility. All three rooms had equipment to handle short-term power failure. These flat 
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screen TV monitors fitted with lap top and internet made learning interesting and teaching exiting. 
We facilitated teachers training as well.  
We are now planning to bring technology-aided education to the remaining high schools and 
primary schools in Sherpur.  For 2020, we have targeted the Town Colony High School and the 
Krishnapur Primary School. We are in communication with respective school administrators.   

 
My work with teachers, administrators and the expatriate Bangladeshi community in the US 
provided me with some useful insights, which include:  Members of the community are willing to 
support education enhancement activities in the country.  

 Teachers do not like sweeping changes. Careful persuasion is necessary to introduce new 
approaches.  

 A system should be in place for evaluating teachers’ performance, so that teachers may be 
provided with guidance and feedback for improvement.  

 Students should be tested more frequently than the current system of giving a mid-term 
and a final examination.  

 Course in “Leadership” is lacking. Students need to be taught and developed in three 
components of leadership: Leadership, Ethics and Conflict Resolution. 

With advances in computer, internet and communication technologies, we have a unique 
opportunity to enhance the Bangladesh education system in general and more specifically the 
remote areas. How well we make use of this opportunity will have a considerable impact on the 
future. 
 
*Dr. Molla Fazlul Huq is a retired educationist. He lives in Fullerton, California 

Page - 20



 

Page - 21



 
Education through Entertainment Content Competition 

Shabbir Ahmed* 

CLP is hosting a nationwide competition for innovative Education through Entertainment (EE) in 
Bangladesh in 2020. All CLP affiliated schools and some selected schools in the country will be 
invited to participate. The goal of this competition is to develop digital creativity and competence 
among school students in Bangladesh. Such contests are expected to generate excitement and spark 
inspiration among students and teachers to promote the EE program in schools, and raise 
community awareness of the program and its benefits.  The competition will focus on contents that 
promote civic values, knowledge, and communication skills.  

CLP is partnering with DNet to coordinate the competition in Bangladesh. A mentoring team 
will support all participating schools during the competition and an expert panel of judges will be 
formed for evaluating the contents. The final rounds of competition and the award ceremony will 
be held in Dhaka and attract media coverage. Award winning contents will be added to the EE 
content library.  
 

 We have already started communicating with corporations for sponsorship and welcome any 
support from you and your community. A flyer announcing the competition (see below) is being 
distributed among 400 schools that include the CLP affiliated schools.    

*Shabbir Ahmed is CLP Volunteer and he is an international C-suite corporate executive with global 
corporations 
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BURNS
• CHEMICAL 
• ELECTRICAL
• FRICTION BURN/ROAD RASH
• FROSTBITE
• INHALATION
• RADIATION 
• THERMAL

HAND & EXTREMITY INJURIES
• COMPLEX/TRAUMATIC INJURIES
• CRUSH INJURIES
• DEGLOVING
• REPLANTATION 

HYPERBARIC OXYGEN THERAPY
• 24/7 COVERAGE
• CARBON MONOXIDE
• DIVE COMPLICATIONS
• WOUND HEALING

MICROVASCULAR SURGERY
PLASTIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

• BREAST
• FACIAL
• LASER SCAR THERAPY
• SCAR REVISION

SKIN & SOFT TISSUE DISORDERS
• DIABETIC WOUNDS
• FOURNIER’S GANGRENE
• NECROTIZING FASCIITIS
• NECROTIZING SOFT TISSUE DISEASES
• SKIN SLOUGHING
• STAPHYLOCOCCAL SCALDED SKIN SYNDROME
• STEVENS-JOHNSON SYNDROME (SJS) / TOXIC 

EPIDERMAL NECROLYSIS (TEN)

Services not available in all locations

OUR SERVICES ADULT + PEDIATRICS

855-863-9595 • BURNCENTERS.COM
NATION’S  LARGEST BURN CARE NETWORK

OUR PROVIDERS ARE AVAILABLE 24/7 FOR CONSULTATIONS, REFERRALS AND TRANSFERS

COLORADO
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Best Wishes from 
MIZAN RAHMAN 

Retirement Planning 
• Traditional and Roth IRA 

Consolidation/Rollovers 
• SEP, SIMPLE, 401(k) Plans 
• Profit-Sharing Plans 
• Defined Benefit Plans 
• Pension Payout Alternatives 
• Lifetime Income Planning 

• Fixed Annuities 
• Immediate Annuities 
• Variable Annuities 

 
Advanced Services 
• Financial Planning 
• Gift-Giving Strategies 
• Charitable Giving Strategies 
• Family Legacy Planning 
• Estate Planning Strategies 
• Asset Protection Strategies 
• Wealth Accumulation 

Strategies 
• Profile Financial Analysis 
 
 

Mizan Rahman, MBA, M.S (Finance) 
Financial Advisor, Financial Planner 
Registered Representative 
Financial Services Executive 
Investment Advisor Representative 
CA Insurance Lic # 0D19200 
 
 
Qualifying & Life Member Million Dollar Round 
Table (MDRT) - 20 Years 
Member, National Association of Insurance and  
Financial Advisors (NAIFA) 
National Quality Award for Excellent Client 
Service, NAIFA, Since 1997 

Local firms are sales offices of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual), and are not subsidiaries 
of MassMutual or its affiliated companies. Securities and investment advisory services offered through qualified 
registered representatives of MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC. 2200 Northern Blvd. Ste 200 East Hills, NY 
11548 (516) 686-7000 CRN202103-243438 

Please contact:  
Tel: 516.326.7035 
Cell: 917.796.2979 
Fax: 516.873.4645 
MizanurRahman@FinancialGuide.com  
MizanurRahman@BlueOcean.us.com 
www.MizanRahman.com 

Risk Management 

• Life Insurance  
• Long-Term Care Insurance 
• Disability Income Insurance 
 
Investment Strategies 
• Investment Management 

Strategies 
• Asset Allocation & Diversification 
• Personalized Portfolio Creation 
• Socially Responsive Investment 
• Education Funding Strategies 
 
Business Owner & Employee 
Benefits 
• Business Continuation Strategies for 

Professionals and Business Owners 
• Buy/Sell Agreement Funding 
• Executive Bonus Plans 

• Group Employee Benefit Planning 
• Group Life Insurance 
• Group Disability Insurance 
• Group Vision and Dental 

• Supplemental Voluntary Benefits 

Blue Ocean Wealth Solutions 
A MassMutual Firm 
East Hills Business & Medical Park 
2200 Northern Blvd. Suite 200 
East Hills, NY 11548 
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KS Engineers, P.C. (KSE) is an award-winning, multidisciplinary, minority 
business enterprise (MBE) with full-service offices in New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Connecticut. KSE is a highly qualified professional engineering 
firm that provides engineering solutions from concept development through final 
design, including civil and structural engineering, condition inspection, geotechnical 
engineering, traffic engineering, land surveying and GIS mapping, landscape 
architecture, and construction management/construction inspection.

New  Jersey  .   New York   .   Pennsylvania   .   Connect icut

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS: 
494 Broad Street, 4th Floor, Newark, NJ 07102 . T: 973.623.2999 . F: 973.242.2955
BANGLADESH OFFICE: 
5/3 Block-D, Lalmatia . Dhaka, Bangladesh . T: 88 02 9120411, 88 01 89220070 . Iqbal Shahid, Managing Director
www.kseng.com  •  info@kseng.com

• Transportation
• Construction Services
• Design-Build
• Bridge Inspection
• Site / Civil Engineering
• Facilities / Buildings
• Survey
• Landscape Architecture

Is Proud to Support the Computer Literacy Program:
Beyond the Basic Training



PROUD SUPPORTER OF COMPUTER LITERACY PROGRAM 

WISHING THE EVENT A GRAND SUCCESS 

 

Scudder Falls Bridge Replacement Project 

For employment opportunities, please visit us at 

www.ihengineers.com/employment 

103 College Road East, 1st Floor, Princeton, NJ 08540 
Tel: 609‐734‐8400    Fax: 609‐734‐8405 

www.ihengineers.com 
Branch Offices: Hackensack, NJ & New York, NY 

Providing Quality Engineering   Services for Over 16 Years 

■ Structural/Civil/Highway Engineering

■ Traffic Engineering

■ Tunnels     ■ Mass Transit

■ Bridge Inspection

■ Construction Inspection    ■ Construction Management


